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World Futures Society 
Conference 

Description: External organizations such as the World Future Society (WFS) are valuable partners in 
examining the future and assessing its impact on the future Marine Corps. Global developments in 
the fields of technology, logistics, energy, climate, demographics, and resources, all have effects on 
the USMC. Events such as this annual WFS conference, represent important opportunities to listen, 
observe, and note the latest developments, facts, and opinions, particularly where patterns and 
trends are converging and how it is driving us and our allies to plan the future force. 



Futures Workshops 

Description: Futures Workshops are one to two day events focused on a specific aspect of the evolving 
conflict environment.  Participants include selected representatives from across the Martine Corps 
Community of Interest to include DOD, academia, and diverse futures organizations. Workshops 
generally support the Marine Corps Future Security Environment Forecast Process.  They are also pivotal 
in supporting the CG MCWL/FD’s  continual examination of the future and can focus on directed issues at 
his discretion. FY 16 and 17 Workshop details are currently under development. 

FY 15 Workshops are depicted as representative examples.  



Notes from the Edge 

Description: FAD analyzes long-range alternative future 
security environments and reports future force 
implications in order to assist CMC and senior leadership 
to posture the Marine Corps for future success. Notes From 
The Edge is a small sampling of FAD scanning that will 
provoke discussion and expand current paradigms of the 
future.  Intended to broaden perspectives concerning both 
the general nature and eventual detail of the future we 
expect and more importantly, aspects of alternative futures 
not normally considered.  

 



CETO Flashpoints Report 

Description: Flashpoints is an annual product that 
provides the Marine Corps with an opportunity to work 
with other U.S. government agencies, international 
organizations, non-government activities, and other 
nations to develop solutions to problems before they lead 
to armed conflict or regional instability.  

Flashpoints may also be found useful as a support 
assessment tool for other purposes to include: development 
of wargaming scenarios, objectives, and focus points; 
development and assessment of theater security 
cooperation plans and priorities; service assessment of 
potential support to specific engagement plans based upon 
service capabilities and resources; and multi-dimensional 
capability assessments across the range of military 
operations.  

 



Marine Corps Security Environment 
Forecast (MCSEF) 

Description: MCSEF provides a bi-annual report of 
MCWL/FD’s continual examination of the deep 
future. It aims to contribute to collective efforts 
that ensure the Marine Corps produces the right 
force in the right place at the right time. The Marine 
Corps must evolve and shape that force now for the 
future while guarding against strategic surprise and 
the risk of preparing too narrowly for a future we 
want rather than the future that eventually 
emerges. 
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Possible Objectives:  
  
1. Enhance the capabilities of infantry units to conduct DCO.   

 
2. Develop and evaluate the practicality of using small boats to land a company 

sized landing force. 
 

3.  Identify limitation and capabilities of NECC small boats to land a company 
sized force from the sea-base 
 

4. Evaluate the suitability and impact of using small boats to move casualties 
back to the CRTS. 
 

5. Develop and evaluate planning considerations to integrate an NECC small boat 
detachment with the MAGTF 
 

6. Develop and evaluate urban specific TTPs and the required training 
 

7. Assessment of POR and experimental C2 systems in an urban environment to 
include communications in subterranean areas.   
 

8. Evaluate the impact of experimental medical capabilities to provide enhanced 
care at or near the POI.  
 

9. Assess the tactical advantages, disadvantages of unmanned air and ground 
systems in support of distributed company operations in urban terrain.   
 

10. Assess the ability to detect and defeat enemy unmanned systems.   
 

11. Evaluate the impact of OTK technologies and processes to compress the 
intelligence cycle and provide more responsive intelligence to tactical landing 
force elements.  
 

12. Evaluate the impact of specified LDR technologies on the sustainment 
requirements for distributed company operations. 

Description of Event: 

BA provides an opportunity to integrate DCO Urban Development into an 
existing OPFOR Exercise. This scenario seeks to experiment with small boat 
insertion leveraging existing capability resident within the NECC. This will provide 
alternate method of insertion of a company sized element projecting force over 
the horizon and effect penetration into an urban littoral. The Camp Lejeune 
MOUT site will facilitate this experiment event and will reduce resource intensity 
given its proximity to MCWL and NECC.  

Indicative Ops 
Graphic 

Bold Alligator 17 DCO URBAN EX 
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